KBC PedalPress

The Newsletter of the Kalamazoo Bicycle Club for June, 2018
http://www.kalamazoobicycleclub.org/

The next KBC monthly meeting is Tuesday June 12“‘, 2018 at 7:00 P.M.

Kalamazoo YMCA, 1001 W. Maple St.

All KBC members are welcome to attend.

President’s Letter

Summer is here and there’s no better place to ride than in Michigan! Hope you’ve been enjoying the sunny,
warmer days on your bike(s). KBC’s club rides are ‘rolling’ along with good turnouts and an increasing number of
ride groups. Thank you to the Ride Committee and all active KBC’s Ride Leaders who make the time to ensure
the rides are safe and enjoyable for everyone!

501(c)(3) Update

We received some wonderful news mid-May from the IRS. KBC’s application for the tax exempt 501(c)(3) status
was approved by the IRS. In addition, KBC is a Michigan Registered Charity. Many thanks to Mike Boersma,
Doug Kirk, John Olbrot, Valerie Litznerski, and the folks at SeberTans for their hard work making this happen. It
really takes a team of members with an end goal in sight to accomplish something this significant, this will be a
wonderful thing for KBC.

So, what does this mean for KBC members? First of all, donors to the KBC can deduct contributions made on or
after April 2, 2018, including KBC memberships, Bike Camp registrations, KalTour registrations and other
donations via the "Donate" button in the Menu bar on the KBC website. KBC members should contact their tax
professional for more information on donations. Having 501(c)(3) status also allows the KBC to save money by
not having to pay state sales tax and by getting a break from PayPal on credit card processing.

Like anything new, there is still more for us to learn about this status. If there are any KBC members who have
experience with the 501(c)(3) status and processes, we could use your help navigating it all. If you’re willing to
help, please email Mike Boersma (KBC’s Treasurer) or myself. Thank you!

Welcome Bike Campers

A warm KBC welcome to all the Bike Campers who joined us this year. We hope that through Bike Camp we
rubbed a little bit of our passion for cycling off on you. Also, thank you to all the dedicated KBC members and
bike shops who volunteered or donated items for Bike Camp. This event is only made possible with your support
and KBC greatly appreciates it!

LMB Advocacy Day

On Wednesday, May 23™ John Olbrot, Pam Sotherland, Thom Brennan and myself ventured to Lansing, MI to
participate in the League of Michigan Bicyclists (LMB) Lucinda Means Bicycle Advocacy Day. This event
provided the opportunity for all road cyclists and trail users to speak with one voice to help make Michigan



bicycling better. We met with local State Representatives and State Senators to discuss bicycling related
legislative priorities and thank them for supporting these bills.

Renee Mitchell, John Olbrot, Margaret O’Brien, Pam Sotherland,
Olivia Venus, and Thom Brennan at LMB Advocacy Day 2018

While we were there, the Senate convened to vote on numerous bills and passed the safe passing bill (HB 4265)
and drivers education improvement legislation (HB 4198). Another win for bicyclists is the passing of the
Obstructed License Bill that was signed into law on May 16™ by Governor Snyder. It was a beautiful day and a
wonderful experience for all of us. Thank you, John, Pam and Thom, for sharing in this adventure with me! For
more information on LMB and bicycling legislation, check out www.Imb.org.

Race Team Delegate

I’d like to welcome Tim Stewart Jr. to KBC’s Board of Directors as the new Race Team Delegate. Tim will serve
as the club’s liaison with Team Clark Logic and endeavor to keep club members apprised of race team results and
other activities. Thank you to Tory Cane and Tyson Gilmore who jointly filled this role previously. We appreciate
the time you devoted in attending KBC meetings representing TCL and keeping KBC informed of team activities.

Event Volunteers Needed!

Volunteering at cycling related events is a great way to share your passion for bicycling with others and meet
others who love to experience life on their bikes. Below are a couple of events in June that provide such an
opportunity.

> The 13™ Annual BTR Criterium is being held on Saturday, June 9" at WMU’s BTR Park. Organizers of
event are looking for 35-40 volunteers for a 2-hour time slot starting between 7:45am and 3:45pm on
Saturday. They have lots of different volunteer opportunities available. Click on the link that follows for
more information and to sign up. This is a wonderful and fun event with a lot of KBC members helping
out. https://www.wmich.edu/btrrace/volunteering

» KBC'’s annual bike tour, KalTour, is being held on Sunday, June 24™ from the Schoolcraft High School.
This year’s tour highlights the wonderful roads and parks in Kalamazoo County with routes ranging from
13 miles to 100 miles. There are many volunteer opportunities available throughout the day. Please email
kaltour@kalamazoobicycleclub.org for more information and to volunteer.

Have a wonderful June and safe cycling! -- Renee Mitchell, President@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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KalTour 2018 -- Getting Close

Plans & preparations --- Sunday June 24 is not far away. On that day KBC will hold its 27th annual summer
tour, KalTour 2018. Some aspects of KalTour 2018 such as the choice of distances to ride and plenty to eat at sag
and lunch stops will be familiar while others will be new and different.

New start location & new routes --- The biggest changes for KalTour 2018 are a new starting location and new
routes. KalTour 2018 will start and finish at Schoolcraft High School, located at the intersections of 14th Street
and Lyons Street (VW Avenue) in Schoolcraft. Overall, the shorter routes will be relatively flat compared to
previous years. Furthermore, the new starting location will allow riders immediate access to quiet back

roads. The 15 mile route will stop at Prairie View Park before returning to the school grounds for lunch. The 31
mile route will travel to Scotts Mill Park for lunch midway through the ride. The 62 mile route will visit Scotts
Mill for refreshments and then loop around before returning for lunch. The 100 mile route will stop at Scotts Mill
for refreshments, Markin Glen Park for lunch, and the State Fish Hatchery for a final refreshment stop.

Route maps available on Ride with GPS --- Maps for all four routes are available on the KBC Club Account at
Ride with GPS (https://ridewithgps.com/clubs/1837-kalamazoo-bicycle-club), and links to those routes can be
found on the KalTour page of the KBC website. You can also find the routes by searching "KalTour 2018" in the
KBC route library or by going to the KBC Event Calendar for June 24 at the Ride with GPS site
https://ridewithgps.com/organizations/1837-kalamazoo-bicycle-club/events.

Register online --- Online registration from the KBC website will remain open through Friday June 22. (See
http://www.kalamazoobicycleclub.org/events/kaltour/ to register.) KBC members will receive a $5 discount by
signing into their KBC member account before registering. Furthermore, there are no additional or third party
charges for online registration! You can still register and pay on Sunday, but the cost will be higher and there will
not be a member discount.

Volunteer --- Road painting will take place on Thursday evening June 14. Meet at Schoolcraft High School at 6
pm. Supplies and maps will, of course, be provided. Even in the age of GPS, accurate and well-placed painted
and color-coded arrows are important to riders. Also important to riders are efficient handling of the formalities
of rider check-in as well as food service at lunch and sag stops. All of these services to riders will take people -

- KBC members who are willing to spend at least part of KalTour day helping other riders. Please let me know if
you (or a spouse or other family member) can help!

-- Mike Krischer, KalTour Director kaltour@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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Another Grant from the DALMAC Fund
Like last year, KBC has again received a $3000 grant from the DALMAC Fund. This is great news, as the grant
will again support KBC’s efforts through the Education committee, which will be determining how to best allocate

this money.

-- Paul Wells, Education Chair educationchair@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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Kudos

Kudos to middle school gym teacher John Dunlop and the Portage Schools for training some 700 middle schoolers
on how to safely ride bikes! Mr. Dunlop used a grant from Specialized bicycles to purchase 50 mountain bikes and
helmets for teaching a well-structured program during Central Middle School's gym class. The syllabus included
basic skills training as well as ride etiquette. If all goes well the program may expand into other Portage middle
schools. One of the key obstacles to teaching bicycling skills in a public school is finding a way to fit such
education into an already jam-packed curriculum. To my knowledge, this is the largest program of its kind in our
area and suggests many possibilities. The program grant included funds for a local bike shop (Pedal) to assemble
and maintain the bikes. - Submitted by Paul Selden

Thanks to Silent Observer of Kalamazoo County for continuing to remind the public about their special fund for
reporting tips that might help solve serious crimes against bicyclists. Thanks also to the anonymous donors who
have helped the fund to grow to more than six times its original size since it was first established in 2017. The
fund has reached $3,100 according to County Prosecutor Jeff Getting, a Silent Observer Board Member, as
confirmed by Janine Dales of the Kalamazoo County Sheriff's Department - Submitted by Paul Selden

Huge appreciation goes to the leadership at three of the areas' largest law enforcement departments: the Kalamazoo
County Sheriff's Department, the City of Portage Department of Public Safety, and the City of Kalamazoo
Department of Public Safety for their role in a special selective enforcement effort of traffic laws related to
bicycling, during Kalamazoo Bike Week. Sheriff Rlchard Fuller, Director Nick Armold (Portage) and Chief
Karianne Thomas (Kalamazoo) collaborated in that public safety effort, that should make it easier to underscore
the bike and motorist road safety reminders during and after KBC's Bike Camp. - Submitted by Paul Selden
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The Chain Gang Memorial Ride
Thursday, June 7™, 2018 at 5:30p
Ride Location: Markin Glen Park, Kalamazoo
Memorial Dedication at 5:30p followed by a 25-mile ride

Proceeds will help maintain the memorial & support bicycle advocacy in
Michigan.

For more information and to register use this link!




19™ Annual W Ride Report

April 2018 will not go down in the annals of KBC riding history as a month with the most stellar of cycling
weather. But at least it wasn’t snowing, as the Ride Leader drove to Vicksburg High School on the morning of
Saturday, April 28 for the 19"™ Annual W Ride.

However, it was rather cold (42 degrees) and possibly the windiest that it has ever been at a W Ride. So, after
handing out spaghetti W Ride maps, the RL left the parking lot towards Calhoun County with only 5 other riders;
Tom Reichert with his brother-in-law Matt, Terry O’Connor, Herman Evenboer, and Tom Cross.

The RL pulled and wrestled with his bike for a couple miles, thanks to the strong crosswind with a very slight
tailwind. Tom Cross then took over the pulling duties and the riders soon separated into 3 groups as they hit the
rolling hills between 36" Street and Fulton; The three Ts, followed by the RL (leading only himself), followed by
Herman and Matt. The riders regrouped in Fulton and rode the Calhoun County line together where they stopped
for a brief break, savoring the Calhoun County scenery. At the point, the riders were averaging 15.3 mph.

Soon after starting the ride back to Vicksburg, they again broke into smaller groups; the lead group consisting of
Tom C. and Herman. West of Fulton, the number of W Riders increased to seven, as Dan, a friend of Tom R. and
Matt, joined the ride, having ridden from his home in Schoolcraft. The riders regrouped at the high school; their
average dropping slightly to 15.2 mph. Matt (due to lack of riding mileage), Terry (due to the cold), and Tom C.
(due to bicycle mechanical issues) decided to end their W Ride experience, but the other 4 riders continued
westward, after a brief stop at the Shell station. By then, the temperature had risen to 46 degrees and the wind was
still windy.

Herman and the RL did most of the pulling to Schoolcraft, where Dan ended his own W Ride experience. Herman

and RL then continued to do most of the pulling until they reached Van Buren County, still averaging a cumulative
15.2 mph.

After another brief break, this time to savor the Van Buren County scenery, the 3 remaining riders headed back to
the high school. Thanks to a wind that had finally shifted into a crosswind/tailwind, Tom R. took the lead and
soon the RL watched numbers on his cyclometer increase from 19 to 21 mph with occasional bursts of 22 mph
enthusiasm. At Schoolcraft, the RL took the lead and knocked the pace down to 19 mph, then with two miles to
go, Tom R. took back the pacemaking duties and opened a small gap on the other two riders, which they finally
closed inside the Vicksburg village limits. At the end of the ride, the cumulative pace had risen to 15.9 mph.

Tom R., Herman, and the RL enjoyed a post-ride snack of delightful mini-pretzels, washed down with either
orange, fruit punch, blue cherry, or fierce(?) grape Gatorade in the by now balmy 48° temperature before heading
back to their homes. And let the record state that the RL did not celebrate the completion of another successful W
Ride by mowing his lawn.

-- Rick Whaley, W Ride Leader
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Notes from Special KBC Meeting at Boatyard Brewing on May 8, 2018

After Welcome and Introductions, President Renee Mitchell Brian, Dan, and Diane for hosting us at Boatyard
Brewing. She also thanked Robin Sides and Val Litznerski, for organizing this event.

Renee congratulated Paul Wells for writing another successful proposal for a grant from DALMAC to support
efforts of the Education Committee.



Bike Camp’s 14" year started in the first week of May for 60 participants, the maximum that can be
accommodated in our program. We are hoping that Bike Campers will be supported through the rest of the riding
season with no-drop rides at our regularly scheduled Monday Night Rides. Please get in touch with Terry
Butcher if you are available to help lead a no-drop ride.

The following upcoming events were announced:

e League of Michigan Bicyclists (LMB) Lucinda Means Bicycle Advocacy Day — May 231

e BTR Race sponsored by CyclingLawyer.com - Saturday, June 9" Please consider attending, volunteering
and/or participating in the race.

e KalTour — Sunday, June 24"™ — will start at a new location, Schoolcraft High School. Mike Krischer
assures us we will have great weather.

e Meeting of Bicycle Friendly Kalamazoo to plan 2019 Bike Week - June 28"

The Michigan Blind Athletic Organization, which has an athletic camp at WMU’s BTR Campus is looking for
additional volunteers to act as captains for the student-athletes. If you have a tandem to bring, that would also be
greatly appreciated.

John Olbrot, Vice President conducted Ride Leader sanctioning at the end of the meeting.

The focus of our special meeting was brief presentations by several guest speakers from local organizations that
support and promote bicycling in the Kalamazoo area.

The first guest speaker was Toni Daniels, President of TriKats. Toni spoke about her background as a cyclist, and
how it grew from an activity to increase fitness to a passion that led her to compete in longer and more challenging
triathlons. Over past few years, Toni has sought opportunities to collaborate with other local clubs to enhance
experiences of participants in group runs and group rides rather than to duplicate the different club's efforts,
splitting the athletic community up into smaller groups during training. Toni also touched on some of the dangers
cyclists encountered when riding on the road with drivers. While she is certainly very concerned and dedicated to
promoting a safer community, on a personal level she understands that she can't avoid all risk or let it limit her
enjoyment of riding, running, and swimming.

Erin Denay, from Open Roads, spoke second. Goals of Open Roads are to teach bike repair and maintenance,
along with social skills and life skills for youth development, to economically disadvantaged children at risk of
academic failure. There are several programs to support and mentor kids including Earn-a-Bike, a 6-week
program, and the paid youth advisory board. Open Roads staff work closely with local agencies to identify at-risk
youth who could benefit from their programs. Erin shared some stories about individuals who have made positive
life changes with support from Open Roads.

Tim Krone represented Pedal Bike shop, an active supporter of the cycling community. Started about seven years
ago, Pedal focused initially two underserved groups - women and higher education students - while also supporting
competitive cyclists. As the business grew and evolved, Pedal shifted to focus more on making cycling

“fun.” Pedal understands that they are one of many local bike shops and that selling and servicing bicycles is a
competitive market. Tim noted that Pedal recently applied for and received a Gold-level Bicycle Friendly
Business award from the League of American Bicyclists. In closing, Tim highlighted several events available for
local cyclists that are both competitive and fun, including cyclocross and many gravel races.

Donna Whitcomb represented AMBUCS organizations in Kalamazoo (http://www.kvambucs.org), an annual
recipient of half of the proceeds from KBC’s KalTour. A motto of the organization is “shoulders together” to level
the playing field for folks who want to ride a bike. AMBUCS is a service organization that also provides
therapeutic tricycles to those who are unable to ride a traditional bike, and it provides scholarships to therapists.
On their website you will see an array of bikes for everyone from toddlers to adults. Donna thanked the individual
club members who have made donations to offset the costs of bikes and scholarships provided by AMBUCS.

Ryan Barber spoke about the Kzoo Swift bicycle shop in Kalamazoo. He shared the story about events in his life,
working a few odd jobs and slowly becoming more involved in refurbishing and selling bike parts, that led to his



opening Kzoo Swift. Over time he rented a retail space and hired staff to assist with the expanded services that he
offered. Though he now sells new bikes, Kzoo Swift continues to focus on serving riders who might not be able to
afford a brand new high-end bike by selling refurbished bicycles. He and his staff endeavors to provide better
service and selection than can be found in national department chain stores.

David and Mary Jo Warwick, co-chairs of Kalamazoo Bike Week, spoke about the origin and current events of
Bike Week. Started seven years ago, in response to the Kalamazoo Parks Foundation desire to bring attention to
the KRVT, Bike Week events quickly expanded to encompass the greater cycling community. Currently, Bike
Week is a celebration of cycling and endeavors to increases awareness of cycling. Bike Week also educates
cyclists and motorists on how to help make cycling safer. Bike Week events appeal to a wide audience of cyclists,
and the community support for Bike Week has been wonderful.

Committee Reports submitted after the meeting.

Mike Boersma, Treasurer, reported these figures for the three KBC accounts: Checking account $3608.19; CD
$6173.02; Paypal $5816.73.n The Checking account includes $560 in Jeremy Smith funds and $718.76 remaining
in DALMAC grant funds.

Income and expenditures for the 2017 DALMAC grant are as follows: $3000 (Initial DALMAC Grant); $961.87
(KBC match via donations, a 32% match on the grant to date); $3243.11 in expenses (5' passing signs and
magnets); $718.76 remaining. Note: Additional matching funds from Boatyard 5' Passing Ale and from collection
jars at local bike shops are forthcoming.

As of the May meeting, KBC had not yet received a determination from the IRS on its 501(c)(3) application. KBC
applied to the State of Michigan to be a registered charity.

Dale Abbott, Communications Director: This is a very busy time of year for KBC promotions and
communications. The following activities have been promoted via email blasts, website blurbs, press releases,
Facebook boosted posts, and inclusion on other websites: Bike Camp, KalTour, Bicycling Diversity Night,
Boatyard/KBC Community Ride, Club Rides, and Bike Week. There was also an official Club Response to the
Picket Verdict via a press release, Facebook Post and Press Release

Dale and Val discussed a plan for KBC’s Facebook presence and decided the best course of action would be to:

1. merge the “Give Them Five” page into the general KBC page

2. re-name the KBC page from “Kalamazoo Bicycle Club presenting as KalTour” to simply “Kalamazoo
Bicycle Club”

3. re-name the KBC Group to something other than “Kalamazoo Bicycle Club” so as not to be confused with
the page.

These changes will be implemented after KalTour because we are using the general and group pages frequently for
promotion right now.

--Val Litznerski, Secretary@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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Bike Camp Update

KBC has nearly completed our 13th year of Bike Camp, with 56 enrollees, for one of our largest groups. We had
some wet Saturdays that dampened (hah!) attendance a bit, but we will send off a competent group of road riders
who will spread the word on safe and fun cycling. A big thank you goes out to the Bike Camp Committee and
many additional KBC volunteers who helped with presentations and rides, providing individual personal advice to
campers. Thanks also to our great local bike shops, Pedal North and South, Kzoo Swift, Zoo City, and Village
Cyclery. They donated hundreds of dollars worth of accessories which we raffled off to campers. Over the years,



our local bike shops have donated thousands of dollars of schwag, which KBC members received at various club
events. And, the shops provide support at all of KBC's, Chain Gang, SWMMBA''s, TriKats, and other bike
events. On-line shopping hurts our local shops stores. KBC supports our bike shops, and we encourage members
to do the same!

-- Paul Wells, Education Chair educationchair@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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Kudos for KBC’s Bike Camp

While lending a hand at the 2018 Bike Camp, Pam Sotherland overheard campers make these comments:
e The program has been great. It is very well organized and the information has been wonderful. This far
exceeded my expectations.
e Bike camp has been wonderful. I really appreciate riding with other people. I have not done much of that in
the past.
e It has been very helpful listening to others talk about their own riding experiences and learning what it’s
like for other riders.
Well done, Paul Wells and the legions of KBC volunteers!

dhhhhtht
Not much of an Editor’s Letter: Just a few thoughts...

When Doug asked me to edit the June PedalPress, while he and Kathy are pedaling from New Orleans to
Minneapolis, I said “Sure...no problem.” And then I realized that I would have to compose some kind of Editor’s
Letter in addition to assembling the PedalPress. Dang! Though I have been noodling on what to write for the past
several weeks, and actually writing a few missives so that trusted souls could provide feedback, I came up with
nothing that is not too inflammatory. So...instead...here’s just a quick reminder about the potentially halcyon
days of this splendid month. From James Russell Lowell: “What is so rare as a day in June? Then if ever come
perfect days...” And, a response from (I think) Porky Pine, in Pogo: “Any day in February.”

I hope you find myriad reasons, excuses, and nudges — between the too-cold spring and the likely too-hot summer
(given how May closed out) — to sit on your saddle and enjoy having many miles pass beneath your tires

-- Paul Sotherland, webmaster@kalamazoobicycleclub.org
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JUNE KBC STATISTICS

Active subscriptions: 408 Active Members: (Includes family members): 534

New and/or Renewed Memberships:

Michael Barnett « Darren Timmeney ¢ Bridget Timmeney * Kate Rizor « Megan Preston ¢« Kate Hamann * Norman
Hamann ¢ Jessica Parise * Zach Morales ¢ Becky Scott « Shaun Ballard « Stacie Ballard * Theresa Beulle *

June Expiring Memberships

Ann Weltevreden Penix * Annie Swier * Brian Bowman ¢ Brandon Munson ¢ Kate Munson ¢ Brent Hepp ¢ Phyllis
Hepp ¢ Carolyn Zinn « Brad Parsons ¢ Cheryl Riethman ¢ Christopher Dhulster * Devin Bloom ¢ Tiffany Bloom
Dwight Bodnar « Ed Maring ¢ Linda Maring *« Fumu Gakodi * Ken Hurley ¢ Brad Kurzynowski «Jamie Clark ¢
Tahn Winderlin ¢ Katherine Maxev ¢ Ken Maaimoto ¢ Kerie Crawford ¢« Kevin Dadd ¢ Cherie Seitz « Kim Saolvik e



Lynn Hauptli « Alex Zdrojewski ¢ Joe Shorb ¢ Matt Sides ¢ Robbin Sides ¢ Michael Shong « MK
Tribbie ¢ Nancy Nott ¢ Nicole Colosky ¢ Pamela Jones ¢ Richard Voorman ¢ Mary Lagerwey ¢ Rick Rumsey
» Rita Reed ¢ Sarah Westfall « Thomas Dewhirst « Tom Belliotti * Tom Stoner °
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YOUR LOCAL BIKE SHOPS:

They support us so please support them

Billy’s Bike Shop, 63 East Battle Creek Street, Galesburg, (269) 665-5202.

Custer Cyclery, 104 North Augusta, Augusta, (269) 731-3492, www.custercyclery.com.

Gazelle Sports, 214 South Kalamazoo Mall, Kalamazoo, (269) 342-5996, www.Gazellesports.com.
Need more socks? ALWAYS! Shop for Smartwool socks June 15-25. Buy 3 pairs, get a 4th pair FREE!

Kzoo Swift, 445 Forest St, Kalamazoo, (269) 929-8053, www.kzooswift.com.

Pedal Downtown, 611 W Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo, (269) 567-3325,
Pedal South, 185 Romence Road, Portage (269) 324-5555,
info@pedalbicycle.com and www.pedalbicycle.com

Trek Bicycle Store, Battle Creek 22 West Michigan, Battle Creek, 1-800-841-9494,
www.trekstorebattlecreek.com (Team Active has changed names but not owners).

Village Cyclery, US 131 in Schoolcraft, (269) 679-4242, www.villagecyclery.com

Zoo City Cycle, 4328 South Westnedge, Kalamazoo, (269) 552-3000, www.zoocitycycle.com

Commuter Bike (slightly used) For Sale

2016 Giant Momentum (Frame size — Small) - $250 or best offer

This very comfortable commuter bike, similar to iNeed Street DD
(https://www.momentum-biking.com/us/bikes-ineed-street) is suitable for 5’1" to
5’57 riders. The bike is like new, having been ridden for less than 100 miles. Ideal
for commuting and use on the KalHaven Trail.

Call or text Pam at (269) 779-6549 if interested.



